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KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN 
Bernard Horton returns to his girlfriend’s apartment on Vincent Court, one of the buildings in the Gilmor Homes project that the city 
plans to tear down because they are dilapidated and attract crime. Horton, 59, says he approves of the plan. 


More public housing 
to go to private hands 


Demolitions at Gilmor part 
of plan to sell to developers 
under federal program 


By LUKE BROADWATER 
AND TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore’s proposal to tear down six 
buildings in West Baltimore’s Gilmor 
Homes project is part of an expanded plan 
to remake the city’s dilapidated public 
housing stock — mostly by selling the 
complexes to private developers. 

In May, city officials quietly submitted 


letters of interest to include the 55l-unit 
Gilmor Homes and East Baltimore’s 630- 
unit Perkins Homes in a federal program 
that sells public housing to private devel- 
opers who promise to make long-needed 
repairs or redevelop the properties. 

In 2015, Baltimore’s Housing Authority 
embarked on a plan to sell 22 public 
housing complexes to private developers 
under a national model designed to raise 
millions for upgrades and maintenance. 
With Gilmor and Perkins added, 24 of the 
city’s 38 public housing developments 
could be included. 

While Perkins Homes is planned for a 
major redevelopment by the builder of the 
glitzy Harbor Point project, city officials 


have not announced plans for most of the 
Gilmor development. They have said six 
buildings, representing about a fifth of the 
complex, need to be torn down because 
they attract crime and are difficult for 
police to see from the street. They are to be 
replaced by green space. 

“This has nothing to do with gentrifica- 
tion,” said City Council President Bernard 
C. “Jack” Young of the Gilmor proposal. 
“This is about people feeling unsafe. This is 
about ... making green space and working 
with the community to see what people 
want there.” 

While Young said he supports the 
partial demolition of Gilmor Homes, he is 
See HOUSING, page 9 
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Patient’s being left on 
street in gown on cold 
day a ‘failure? he says 


By ANDREA K. McCDANIELS 
AND MEREDITH COHN 
The Baltimore Sun 


The University of Maryland Medical 
Center’s top executive apologized to a 
patient who was discharged and found on 
the street wearing only a thin hospital gown 
and socks outside its midtown facility, 
calling it an isolated incident. 

“We take full responsibility for this 
failure? Dr. Mohan Suntha said during a 
Thursday afternoon 
news conference. The 
hospital did not provide 
“basic humanity and 
compassion,” he added. 

Suntha, the Baltimore 
hospital’s president and 
CEO, said the hospital 
system is investigating 
the incident and is talking 
to everyone who came 
into contact with the 
woman, including guards, nurses and doc- 
tors. It also is reviewing its discharge 
policies. 

The hospital was thrust into the national 
spotlight and social media erupted with 
outrage after a viral video showed security 
guards leaving a disoriented woman from 
the University of Maryland Medical Center 
Midtown on the street, barely dressed, 
when the temperature was in the 30s. It’s 
the latest hospital across the country 
accused of a practice known as “patient 
dumping” or “hospital dumping” in which 
patients who are homeless, mentally ill or 
See HOSPITAL, page 11 


Suntha 


Sick leave veto 
overridden by 
House; Senate 
‘battle’ foreseen 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


The question of whether hundreds of 
thousands of Maryland workers will be 
entitled to paid sick leave is in the hands of 
the Senate after the House of Delegates 
voted Thursday to override Gov. Larry 
Hogan’s veto of a bill requiring all but the 
smallest employers to provide that benefit. 

A Senate vote could occur as early as 
today. 

The House voted 88-52, three votes more 
than the minimum to override, largely along 
party lines. 

The Senate last year passed the bill with 
29 votes, the minimum needed to override. 
Senate President Thomas V. Mike Miller, a 
Democrat, has said it will be a “battle” in his 
chamber but has predicted he will keep the 
votes to override. 

The bill would require employers with 
more than 15 full-time workers to allow them 
to earn up to five days of sick pay a year. Its 
sponsors estimate that as many as 700,000 
See SICK LEAVE, page 11 
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PRISON BRIBERY: Two correctional 
officers and 16 other persons have been 
indicted in a bribery and smuggling case 
over allegations of an operation of bring- 
ing contraband into the Jessup Correc- 
tional Institution. NEWS PG 2 


NATION & WORLD 


WORKING FOR MEDICAID: The Trump 
administration cleared the way Thursday 
for states to impose work requirements 
on many Americans who depend on 
Medicaid, the mammoth government 
health insurance program for the poor. 
NEWS PG6 


FISA EXTENDED: The U.S. House of 
Representatives has passed an extension 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act despite privacy concerns and contra- 
dictory messages emanating from White 
House in tweets by President Donald 
Trump. NEWS PG 6 
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Trump uses slur to 
describe immigrants 


Remark comes as bipartisan 
Dreamer plan is rejected 


By LINDA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — As he rejected a 
bipartisan compromise to resolve the stand- 
off over so-called Dreamers, President 
Trump asked participants in an Oval Office 
meeting Thursday why the United States 
should accept immigrants from “shithole 
countries” in Africa, Central America and 
the Caribbean, according to two people 
briefed on the meeting. 

“What do we want Haitians here for?” 
the president asked, according to the people 
briefed. “Why do we want all these people 
from Africa here? Why do we want all these 
people from shithole countries?” 

The president added: “We should have 
people from places like Norway.” 

Asked about the president’s slur, the 
White House did not deny it but issued a 
statement saying that Trump would “al- 
ways fight for the American people.” 

While cruder and blunter than his past 
public statements, the president’s com- 
ments were in keeping with his long- 
standing position that the United States 
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MARK WILSON/GETTY IMAGES 
President Donald Trump disparaged immi- 
grants to the United States from Africa, 
Central America and the Caribbean ina 
discussion with lawmakers. 


should shift its immigration policy away 
from poorer, developing countries and 
focus on carefully selecting educated immi- 
grants, especially from Europe, who can 
already speak English and have profes- 
sional or technical skills needed in the 
United States. 

It’s not the first time Trump has made 
disparaging comments about foreigners 
See IMMIGRANTS, page 8 
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